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University of Minnesota, Morris 
Academic Program Assessment Plan 
Academic Program: Computer Science 
Academic Division: Science and Mathematics 
Program Contact: 
Name: ​Kristin Lamberty Phone: -6375 Email: lamberty@morris.umn.edu 
 
 
In the space below, list your Program Student Learning Outcomes (PSLOs): 
 
The computer science program at the University of Minnesota,Morris has Program Level Student Learning Objectives (PLSO’s) that fit into 
the following six broad categories: 
● Development of process­level awareness and thinking 
● Development of technical proficiency 
● Development of flexibility in learning habits and tool use 
● Development of skills necessary for group oriented work 
● Development of communication skills 
● Development of an awareness of ethical considerations. 
 
  
Enter Academic Program Name:  
Program Student Learning 
Outcome(s) to be assessed 
How will you measure 
the outcome? 
Where will the data be 
collected and by whom? 
When will the data be 
collected? 
Overlap with CSLOs?* 
If yes, which CSLO? 
2014-15 
Communication of technical ideas 
During the Spring 2015 semester, students in CSCI 3401 (our systems core class, to be replaced with 
3402/3403) will be given an assignment to write a memo proposing a policy change in response to a 
tragic historical series of events involving the Therac-25 medical radiation machines administering 
massive overdoses (where a software system contributed to several deaths).  
 
Students need to read a lengthy report about the Therac-25 incidents, choose an area for 
improvement within the interacting systems, propose a new regulation in that area, and support 
their decision. The students’ memos will provide the discipline an opportunity to assess their ability 
to understand and communicate a technical situation in a concise fashion.  
 
We will apply the AAC&U Written Communication VALUE rubric to a randomly selected sample of 
those assignments, each assignment will be independently assessed by at least two faculty after a 
calibration session. 
written communication 
2015-16 
Ethical Considerations 
During the Spring 2016 Semester, student in IS1091  (our required ethics course) will write several 
short reports on the social and ethical implications of a particular technology or set of technologies. 
 
These reports will provide an ideal opportunity to assess how good a job the students are doing at 
learning to view technical considerations in a broader social and ethical framework.  The reports 
occur throughout the semester, which provides an opportunity to see how effective the course is at 
supporting student’s progress. 
 
We will apply the AAC&U Critical Thinking VALUE rubric to a randomly selected sample of those 
assignments completed by computer science majors or minors. Each assignment will be 
independently assessed by at least two faculty after a calibration session. 
ethical reasoning 
2016-17 
Team work 
During the Spring 2016 semester, students in CSCI 3601 (our processes, programming, and 
languages core class) will carry out a group project of substantial size. The students will work in a 
variety of small groups in both lab and project settings that simulate the conflicting demands of a 
real-world situation. 
 
We will use the AAC&U VALUE rubric for Teamwork to assess our students.   There may need to be 
a combination of self-reported, peer-reported, and direct assessment data for this learning 
outcome, so figuring out meaningful ways for us to measure and assess teamwork will be essential. 
We may also use this process to help us guide the students’ learning in this area, since it will require 
us to think about what we really want good team work to look like and how it could possibly be 
assessed and thought about in a concrete way. 
collaboration 
*Your PSLOs need not overlap with CSLOs, but if your PSLO does reinforce or overlap with a CSLO, please report that information.  
Please report any other planned assessment for your academic program in the space below: 
 
 
